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Please copy and distribute this page to other pro-choice Westchester County Voters.
L J
. . WCLA - Choice Matters Endorsement Policy, 2007
2007 PRQC Olce VOtmg G Ulde WCLA - Choice Matters’ endorsements are made by its Board of Directors.

WCLA-PAC WCLA - Choice Matters’ endorsements are determined case by case. To be considered for

endorsement, candidates must complete and return WCLA - Choice Matters’ questionnaire and
participate in an interview if requested.

Incumbents may be endorsed over pro-choice challengers if they have consistent voting records and

OUI" endorsed candidates are have established a reputation for strong leadership and extra effort in advancing access to abortion

hi g hli g hted in boxes. and contraception. Non-incumbents may be endorsed if they have demonstrated leadership in the
Help keep abortion legal

community on the issue.

Endorsement is considered only for those who unequivocally support:

and accessible. + access to abortion and contraception for all women, unimpeded by laws, restrictions, or regulation;
. « strict confidentiality for all reproductive health care;
Vote for endorsed candidates. « coverage by public and private insurance of abortion and contraception.

Judicial candidates: To be eligible for endorsement, judicial candidates must participate in an interview
if requested by WCLA - Choice Matters, and neither seek nor accept the Right to Life Party nomination.

SUPREME COURT JUSTICE e District 2 e District 10
L o Mt. Kisco, Bedford, North Salem, Lewisboro, Tuckahoe and parts of New Rochelle and
e 9th Judicial District Pound Ridge and part of Somers Eastchester

Westchester, Rockland, Putnam, Dutchess and

Orange Counties (vote for 3) PETER B. HARCKHAM (D,W) VITO PINTO *(D, I, W)
PETER T. MICHAELIS (R,I,C)
FRANCIS NICOLAI (D) e Dijstrict 11

ELAINE ZARITSKY SLOBOD (D,I,C,W) e Dijstrict 3 Pelham, Pelham Manor and parts of
ROBERT BERLINER (D,W) North Castle, Pleasantville, and parts of Harrison, ~New Rochelle

RORY BELLANTONI (R,I,C,W) A, R el B Erer JAMES MAISANO *(R,I,C,W)

CHRISTINE KRAHULIK (R) JOHN NONNA (D,I,W) -

William Sherwood* ®,1,cRT) SUZANNE SWANSON* (R,C) * District 12 , ,

Anth ony Z epf ®RTD Ardsley, Dobbs Ferry, Hastings, Irvington and
parts of Greenburgh

Anthony DeCintio T * District 4
New Castle and parts of Yorktown, and Somers THOMAS ABINANTI *(D,I,W)
COUNTY COURT JUDGE MICHAEL KAPLOWITZ *(D,l,W) o District 13

(Vote for 2) Terrence Murphy (R,C) e sl
BARBARA ZAMBELLI* (D,R,I,W) e District 5 Lyndon D. Willi D
JAMES HUBERT* (D,l,W) Scarsdale, parts of White Plains S}égttosr]nyaer QR'?Q;S ©)

Mark E. Constantine (R,C,RTL) WILLIAM J. RYAN *(D,I,W) Serapher Conn-Halevi ()

Raymond Belair (RTL)

e District 6 * District 14
FAMILY COURT Rye Brook, Port Chester and parts of Harrison Parts of Yonkers and Mt. Vernon
JANET C. JORDAN (D.I W ang e W Geraldine Christiana (D,RTL
Charles F Devlin (R.C) MARTIN ROGOWSKY *(D,1,C,W) BERNICE SPRECKMAN *(R,1,C,W)
Mary N. Clark (RTL) e District 7 « District 15
Rye City, Mamaroneck Town, Larchmont, and Bronxville and parts of Yonkers and Eastchester
WESTCHESTER COUNTY parts of Village of Mamaroneck, New Rochelle *
LEGISLATOR and Rye Town Gordon Burrows *(R,I,C)
. JUDY MYERS *(D,W) e District 16
e Dijstrict 1
Peekskill, Buchanan, parts of Yorktown and BONALD R- MARCH (R,C) Farts of Yonkers
Cortlandt ° DiStriCt 8 KEN JENKINS *(D,I,W)
Domenic Volpe (D, 1) E/mgford. sleepy Hollow, Tarrytown and parts of o BiEE: 17
George Oros*= (R,C,CM) White Plains, Greenburgh and Mt. Pleasant v
LOIS BRONZ *(D,W)

Key to ratings: JOSE ALVARADO* (D,I,W)
ENDORSED e District 9 Frank Valente (RTL)

PRQ-CHQICE, NOT ENDORSED Croton, Town and Village of Ossining, parts of
Anti-choice * Incumbent Briarcliff Manor and Cortlandt

= Former RTL
WILLIAM BURTON *(D,I)
Donald J. Deberardinis (W)

VOTE CHOICE!

Parties: D: Democrat R: Republican

I: Independence C: Conservative

W: Working Families RTL: Right to Life
CM: Common Sense Party




Choice: An Issue in County Board and Judicial Races

n November 6%, you can choose your county legisla-
Otor, your town, village or city government officials,

three NYS Supreme Court judges, two Westchester
County judges, and one Family Court judge, or you can stay
home and let others decide for you. Choice Matters urges
you to vote. Protect Choice by voting only for pro-choice
candidates.

Fifteen of the candidates for county legislator are incum-

bents, seven of whom face challengers. Two elections will fill

PR

“open seats,” where there is no incumbent. The Right to Life
Party is fielding five candidates three of whom are cross-
endorsed by other parties. The Democratic Party candidate
in District 14 is also the Right to Life candidate. The two
other cross-endorsed candidates are Republicans — one for
Supreme Court and one for County—who are also running
on the RTL line.

Don't let major party affiliations fool you!
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2008: Clinton versus Giuliani?

he 2008 elections are finally
Treal/y within view. The daily

introduction of yet another
new candidate for president-
Democrat or Republican-has come
to a halt, arch conservative Fred
Thompson being the last. The
public, according to the media, is
focused on three or four top con-
tenders in each of the major par-
ties. At this time, the Democratic
front runner is Senator Hillary
Rodham Clinton and the Republican one is Rudolph Giuliani.

For New Yorkers it's déja vu. A presidential election that pits

Clinton and Giuliani against one another would be reminiscent
of the beginning of the 2000 US Senate race. However, in
2000, Senator Clinton did not have a track record as an elected
official while Rudolph Giuliani claimed his as mayor of New
York spoke for him. Today both Clinton's and Giuliani's records
speak volumes. Senator Clinton has a very clear voting record

Choice: A County
Concern?

ssues important to reproductive rights are

decided daily by local governments. Choice
Matters wants a county government that
understands that reproductive health care
is a powerful issue within its health services f
departments. Choice Matters works to elect
county officials who are prepared to protect i
reproductive rights and access for all.

Budget issues: Westchester County

government decides the county budget. The
departments that relate to women and families

with which to support her candidacy for president, while Giu-
liani is slip sliding away from his mayoral record on every issue,
including abortion rights.

Clinton says, “Yes" to Women
Just one day after announcing her candidacy for the US Sen-
ate, Clinton affirmed that if she were elected she would vote
against anti-abortion judges nominated to the US Supreme
Court. "I cannot imagine | would vote to confirm such a nomi-
nee," she told the Associated Press. She has kept her word.
Clinton's voting record on the judicial nominations as well as
on Choice-related legislation has been 100% pro-reproductive
rights. She has been rated 100% by NARAL, Planned Parent-
hood, and the National Family Planning and Reproductive
Health Association, which means that the Senator has consis-
tently voted the pro-reproductive rights position. The National
Right to Life Committee confirmed this fact when they ac-
corded Senator Clinton a 0% rating.

See 2008 elections on page 4

Spreckman pro-choice;
opponent anti-choice

ernice Spreckman, who has been on the

County Board since 1995, is a solid vote in
the pro-choice column. Women can count on
her support. She advocates for women'’s health
and safety issues and is not afraid to cross party
lines if she believes in an issue. She was named
“"Woman of the Year" by the Westchester
County Federation of Women's Clubs in 2003.
Spreckman is currently Chair of the Committee
on Generational, Cultural and Ethnic Diversity

and serves as a member of the Committees on Budget and Appropriations,
Housing, Planning and Government Operations, and Public Safety and

See Vote on page 9 See Spreckman on page 9



Greenburgh:

A Microcosm of
the Problems
Facing the
Choice Issue
Today

by Catherine Lederer-Plaskett
President/Chair of the Board
n September 18" the Town of Greenburgh held its
Democratic Primary for the town'’s elected offices.
It was an extremely divisive election, with all involved
turning to the Fair Campaign Practices Committee for
relief. For WCLA - Choice Matters, the most important
aspect of the election was the light it shined on the
problems confronting pro-choice advocates today, as
compared to the pre-President Bill Clinton days. If these
problems can arise in a progressive Democratic-party-
dominated community like Greenburgh, what does it
say about the county, state, and, potentially, the country
at large?
Choice on a Local Level

The most immediate and frequently heard question was,
“What does Choice have to do with local elections?”
Many who asked meant it as a rhetorical question. In
reality it's an excellent one. Our local elected officials
make zoning decisions; so, for example, will the zoning
code permit or prohibit the operation of clinics that pro-
vide full reproductive services? Our local elected offi-
cials decide who to hire as well as what expenditures to
fund, which can translate into whether or not to protect
a clinic against over-zealous anti-choice demonstrators.
Will there be a police chief willing and financially able to
enforce clinic access laws?

Just compare Dobbs Ferry with Yonkers. The Dobbs
Ferry clinic was able to stay open and safe for almost 20
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years despite horrific anti-choice demonstrations be-
cause pro-choice locally elected officials were willing to
enforce the law. By contrast, today's anti-choice Yonkers
mayor tried to stop Planned Parenthood from opening
through zoning manipulation.

If that were not enough, today's local officials often
go on to higher office. Tomorrow they may be making
the laws that they are being asked to enforce today.

Pro-Choice: Does It Have Any Meaning?
What does it mean when candidates say they are pro-
choice? Clearly what Sue Kelly and Jeanine Pirro mean
by pro-choice is different than what WCLA - Choice
Matters and other reproductive rights advocacy groups
do. On the other hand, the Republican Majority for
Choice accepts the Kelly-Pirro definition, while the Na-
tional Right to Life Conference considers any allowance
for abortion, even rape or incest, to be pro-choice.

One possible conclusion: pro-choice has become
a marketing tool, to be used for or against a candi-
date. With the exception of John Spencer, candidates
in Westchester generally either identify themselves as
pro-choice or try to avoid the issue. Given the support
for women'’s reproductive rights by the vast majority of
Westchester's voters, and the increasing complexity of
the issue due to successful anti-choice campaigns, can-
didates can don the label without providing a definition.

That's where WCLA - Choice Matters steps in.
W(CLA - Choice Matters considers a candidate to be
pro-choice after establishing that he/she unequivocally
supports: 1) access to abortion and contraception for
all women, unimpeded by laws, restrictions, or regula-
tion; 2) strict confidentiality for all reproductive health
care; and 3) coverage by public and private insurance of
abortion and contraception. In addition, WCLA - Choice
Matters sends questionnaires to candidates both to edu-
cate and assess the level of commitment to reproductive
rights. How important is Choice to the candidate? Is
it in the top ten when the candidate evaluates his/her
priorities, or is it number 150?

This assessment really does matter, and every single-
issue group would agree. If a particular issue is not one
of THE primary issues for an elected official, it doesn't
matter if the official agrees with the group’s perspec-
tive—the issue is not going to be a top contender for
consideration when decisions are being made. For
example, if an abortion provider and a luxury condo-
minium developer are both interested in the same parcel
of land and both require zoning changes, an elected
official who considers Choice to be a fundamental and
primary issue might consider the following factors: the

See Greenburgh on next page
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